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Thursday, February 11 

Vaccination Update 
 

 
Hello San Mateo education and childcare community, 
  
As is true for every week since the COVID-19 pandemic hit, a lot has been happening since my update last 

Thursday. The county’s COVID-19 metrics continue to improve, and we are hearing more hopeful news about 

the supply of vaccine. While we have not yet reached the Red Tier of the State’s Blueprint for a Safer 

Economy, which allows all schools with an approved safety plan to reopen, we appear to be on track to do so. 

Let’s hope that the upcoming President’s Day holiday and school breaks will not reverse that trend. To ensure 

the highest levels of safety for our school communities, please consider staying local and as always following 

the Four Pillars. 

 

Today’s good news is that San Mateo County announced that beginning February 22nd, it will expand COVID-

19 vaccinations to teachers and child care providers, first responders, and food and agricultural workers who 

are eligible under the State’s Phase 1B as supply allows. Supply continues to be the sticking point.  

 

To ensure an equitable, efficient, and smooth vaccination distribution to people who work in San Mateo 

County schools while vaccine supply is limited, the San Mateo County Office of Education (SMCOE) will 

facilitate a priority process for vaccine distribution to education workers in partnership with Kaiser San 

Mateo, Sutter Health/PAMF, and San Mateo County Health.  

 

The criteria prioritize those staff working with students and community members on campus, starting with 

staff from schools and communities with the highest percentage of students who qualify as socio-

economically disadvantaged, English learners, and foster youth. SMCOE is working with public and private 

school leaders in preparing their priority lists and will support scheduling for appointments and vaccination 

events through the various pathways offered by our partners. 

 

This effort is not just about adults receiving their vaccines; this is about our students and the critical need to 

get them back on campus. Far too many students are not engaged fully in their classes, in their school 

community, or with their teachers and peers. They are missing the critical social and emotional supports and 

academic engagement that in-person interaction provides. We also know that getting children and youth 

back into childcare and schools will help our society move forward. With children safely back in their 

routines, parents can fully engage in their work.  
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Since my last update, we have made progress on putting in place an equitable, efficient, and smooth 

vaccination process should the County’s vaccine supply remain constricted. Here is what is new since last 

week: 

  

• A survey of early care and learning providers is underway. This survey will help San Mateo County 

Health understand the demand for vaccinations in this critical sector. 

 

• We are guiding schools and districts through the priority distribution plan as described earlier.  

 

• We are continuing to track vaccination supplies and adapt our approach as more information 

becomes available. 

 

In addition to these weekly updates, here are a couple of ways to keep yourself up to date on vaccines. 

 

• Better Together webinar – Vaccines: A conversation with Medical and Public Health Experts. Tune 

into this informational session to learn about the science of vaccines and public health guidance 

concerning them. Thursday, February 25, 6:30-8:00 p.m. Register here. 

 

• Continue to check San Mateo County Health’s and SMCOE’s websites for information on 

vaccinations, including FAQs.  

 

If you have questions about this message, please contact info@smcoe.org. 

  

 
Nancy Magee 
San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools 

 

http://www.smcoe.org/
https://smcoe.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VgVA7MnORJSkXK8zf3Sb6g
https://www.smchealth.org/covid-19-vaccination
https://www.smcoe.org/other/covid-19-response-and-resources/vaccines.html
mailto:info@smcoe.org

